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open to Panchamas and Mussulmans. I would de-Hinduize this
institution if a Panchama has no entry here. (Hear, hear). The
fact that this is a Hindu institution is no reason why a Mussul-
man or a Panchama could not receive education here. I think
it is high time that the trustees revise their constitution. This
is a petition from me, an earnest and a very God-fearing Hindu,
saturated with the spirit of Hinduism, not from a petti-fogging
reformei;, but from one who is trying to live the best in
Hinduism. Mr. Principal, you will please convey this petition
to the proper quarters, and it will be a great joy to me to hear
during my sojourn in this Presidency that my petition has been
heard. I thank you for listening to this message.
Young India, 15-9-1927
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You state in your address that you read the Gospels daily
even as I do. I cannot say that I read the Gospels daily, but
I can say that I have read the Gospels in a humble and prayer-
ful spirit, and it is well with you if you are also reading the
Gospels in that spirit. But I expect that the vast majority of
you are Hindu boys. I wish that you could have said to me
that at least your Hindu boys were reading the Bhagavadgita
daily to derive inspiration. For I believe that all the great
religions of the world are true more or less. I say ' more or less'
because I believe that everything that the human hand touches,
by reason of the very fact that human beings are imperfect,
becomes imperfect. Perfection is the exclusive attribute of God
and it is indescribable, untranslatable. I do believe that it is
possible for every human being to become perfect even as God
is perfect. It is necessary for us all to aspire after perfection,
but when that blessed state is attained, it becomes indescribable,
indefinable. And I therefore admit, in all humility, that even the
Vedas, the Koran and the Bible are the imperfect word of God,,
and imperfect beings that we are, swayed to and fro by a multi-
tude of passions, it is impossible for us even to understand this

*From an address to the Mannargudi students.